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Preface to Second Edition
The first edition, published by Cambridge University Press in 1991, was well received in Europe but received limited exposure in the U.S.
I am therefore delighted that this edition has been adopted by the SAE who are ideal publishers for this subject matter.
The original policy was to give a thorough presentation of the principles of road vehicle handling theory, concentrating on the timeless core of the theory rather than elaborating temporary fancies. This approach seems to have been justified, as all the material continues to be relevant and useful.
The general contents of the second edition are therefore unchanged. However, the opportunity has been taken to make numerous detail additions and improvements. The small number of known errors have, of course, all been corrected.
I would like to express my appreciation to those who have offered suggestions for improvements to the earlier edition, and would like to invite readers to continue this process.
Finally, thanks to Rebecca McCormack, Sheila McBrearty, Morine Gordon and Sharon Lumbers for so patiently performing the text revisions, to the Faculty of Technology of The Open University for allowing me the time to continue developing this text, and to the SAE staff for final text preparation.
Preface to First Edition
Some years ago I wanted to read a book explaining the principles of vehicle handling, with supporting information on tires and suspensions. Although there were two books available, they did not entirely meet my needs. This is my attempt to fill the gap.
I have emphasized physical understanding rather than mathematics, although I have been surprised by the number of equations that have been required in the chapters on handling.
I have included a fairly large number of questions, with answers for most of the quantitative ones. These questions should help self-organised study or act as stimulants for those using the book as a teaching aid.
I have been fortunate to have received constructive criticism of early drafts from a number of friends and colleagues. Thank you all. Especially I must mention John Dominy, Keith Martin, Rod Mansfield and John Whitehead. I have not always taken their advice. Of course, in a work of this kind one owes a great deal to the enormous number of authors of the vast research literature. No doubt there are still some technical faults in the material, for which I must remain responsible, and I would be delighted to be advised of corrections or to receive suggestions for possible improvements.
Certainly much more remains to be said on the subject area of this book, and I hope only that it will be seen as a reasonably thorough introduction.
Finally, thanks to Carla Walton, Mavis Beard and Rebecca McCormack for help with word processing, to David Greenway for the diagrams, and to Garry Hammond who performed the final text preparation and editing on behalf of Cambridge University Press.
